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Rocky Mount Big Lots store’s  
fate still remains up in the air
DAVE CRUZ
Staff Writer

Rocky Mount’s Big Lots 
store will likely be spared 
the fate of truly going out 
of business. But the assis-
tant manager on duty there 
Tuesday afternoon said she 
has received no definitive 
word on the matter of the 
store remaining open.

Earlier this month, the 
online publication Fast 
Company reported that a 
spokesperson for Gordon 
Brothers Retail Partners, 

which entered into a sale 
agreement with Big Lots, 
stated that the Hender-
son-based Variety Whole-
salers plans to operate the 
lease on the Rocky Mount 
store and keep the store’s 
identity in tact.

Variety Wholesalers 
owns more than 400 retail 
stores in the Southeastern 
and Mid-Atlantic regions, 
including Roses, Roses 
Express, Maxway, Bill’s 
Dollar Stores, Super 10, 
Super Dollar and Bargain 

Town Hunters.
But the fate of the Rocky 

Mount Big Lots store is still 
uncertain. David Farris, 
president and CEO of the 
Rocky Mount Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, on Mon-
day said he is still awaiting 
official word on if the store 
will remain open.

Back in December, Farris 
said he don’t know whether 
Variety had made any final 
decisions, but that consid-
ering how the local store 
has been successful here, he 

held out hope that the retail 
company would take that 
into careful consideration.

Big Lots has been selling 
off its stores since 2024 as 
part of a bankruptcy pro-
ceeding in federal court.

Big Lots announced Nov. 
22 that the company had 
received court approval for 
the sale of substantially all 
the company’s assets and 
ongoing business opera-
tions.

The problems facing Big 

Local community 
college builds on 
ties to university  
in new agreement
DAVE CRUZ
Staff Writer

Edgecombe Commu-
nity College and East Car-
olina University leaders 
strengthened ties between 
the two institutions and 
improved educational 
opportunities for Twin 
Counties residents with a 
new bilateral agreement.

During a signing cere-
mony Monday in Tarboro, 
officials with both insti-
tutions touted the agree-
ment that will enable ECC 
students to finish an asso-
ciate degree in geospatial 
technology-geographic 
information and then 
seamlessly transition to 
ECU where they can earn 
bachelor degrees in either 
geographic information 
science and technology or 
in geography.

ECC President Greg 
McLeod and two ECU 
officials signed the agree-
ment at the community 
college’s Barnhill-Jenkins 
Center for Innovation.

“Anytime you can come 
together and either estab-
lish or grow a relationship 
with great partners like 
ECU, that’s a wonderful 
thing to do,” McLeod said.

McLeod noted that this 
is not the community col-
lege’s first partnership 
with ECU. 

The Pirate Promise Pro-
gram provides a seamless 
transition for ECC stu-
dents who complete an 
associate degree to trans-
fer to ECU.

 The information tech-
nology studies depart-
ment also has an exist-
ing agreement that allows 
graduates with associate 
degrees in information 
technology-networking 
and security to transfer to 

ECU as well.
Of this latest agreement 

between the two colleges, 
Trey Cherry, depart-
ment chair for informa-
tion technology studies at 
ECC, said geospatial tech-
nology encompasses dig-
ital maps, geographic 
information systems and 
satellite imagery.

At ECC, students have 
several options for earn-
ing credentials in the pro-
gram, including attain-
ing a college certificate, 
diploma or a two-year 
degree. 

Certificates are also 
offered to high school 
students who are dually 
enrolled in the program.

“The program is unique 
in that it is the only two-
year geospatial tech-
nology program in the 
state of North Carolina,” 
Cherry said, adding that 
the program is offered 100 
percent online.

Jeff Popke, chair for 
ECU’s Department of 
Geography, Planning, and 
Environment, said stu-
dents who hone their abil-
ities in a particular field of 
geographic information 
systems will be equipped 
with the knowledge for a 
beneficial career.

“Skills in geospatial 
analysis and the ability 
to use and apply geospa-
tial technology are in high 
demand across a high 
range of careers,” said 
Popke. 

“We know that the 
knowledge and skills stu-
dents are acquiring in the 
program here are setting 
them up for long-term 
career success,” he said.

Dave Cruz can be reached at 
dcruz@apgenc.com or (252) 366-
8118.
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Weathering the Storm

DAVE CRUZ/ROCKY MOUNT TELEGRAM

Despite encouraging news to contrary, the Big Lots store in 
Rocky Mount is still advertising a going-out-of-business sale 
with signage on the storefront windows informing customers 
that the store is closing.More FATE   |   A3

DAVE CRUZ
Staff Writer

Twin Counties residents 
waited a little longer than 
expected for snow to fall 

Wednesday, but once the winter 
storm settled in over the area, it 
stayed for a while.

Earlier forecasts called for a 
wintry mix to begin falling by 
7 am, but the area didn’t see the 
first flakes until around 10 in 
some parts of the Twin Coun-
ties. 

Once the flakes began to fall, 
the next several hours saw a 
steady inundation of snow.

Roads were slick and reports 
of accidents around the region 
were recurrent.

Local officials warned resi-
dents to stay home and wait for 
road conditions to improve. 
Schools in the area also switched 
to virtual learning days to keep 
children off icy patches of road.

According to a social media 

post by Nash County Emer-
gency Medical Services, roads 
were expected to be slippery 
and visibility was expected to be 
decreased because of the wintry 
weather.

“Please take extra care when 
traveling,” Nash County EMS 
officials said.

Among the precautions listed, 
local EMS officials advised resi-
dents to:

 �Slow down and drive with 
caution.

 �Keep a safe distance from 
other vehicles.

 �Avoid unnecessary travel if 
possible.

 �Dress warmly and be cau-
tious of icy sidewalks and drive-
ways.

“In case of an emergency, 
our team is ready to respond, 
but please help us by staying 
safe and being prepared,” Nash 
County EMS officials said.

Snow hits later than anticipated, sticks around

PHOTOS BY DAVE CRUZ/ROCKY MOUNT TELEGRAM

A lone runner, at right,  jogs along snowy trails Wednesday afternoon at Sunset Park in 
Rocky Mount. Below, With temperatures in the 20s Wednesday afternoon, a waddling 
of ducks decided to take a break from swimming at City Lake Park.

More SNOW   |   A3


