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Call Center hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
SUBSCRIPTION: To subscribe, report service issues, make a
payment, or ask a question, please call 252-329-9505, email
customercare@apgenc.com, or visit www.RockyMountTelegram.com
at your convenience.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: 252-329-9505, email
classifieds@apgenc.com
LEGAL NOTICES: 252-329-9505, email legals@apgenc.com
OBITUARIES: 252-329-9505, email obits@apgenc.com
SALES & MARKETING: Publisher Kyle Stephens, 252-366-8146 –
kstephens@apgenc.com
NEWS: Editor Eugene Tinklepaugh 252-366-8141 – etinklepaugh@apgenc.com
SPORTS: Sports Editor Jim Green 252-366-8156 – jgreen@apgenc.com
TO SUBMIT NEWS RELEASES, NEWS TIPS, CALENDAR INFORMATION OR REACH EDITORI-
AL STAFF: news@rmtelegram.com

The Rocky Mount Telegram (USPS 181-460)
is published in print Tuesday-Saturday
by Adams Publishing Group,
1150 Sugg Parkway, Greenville, NC 27834.

Local office 1151 Falls Road, Ste. 2008, Rocky Mount, NC

All subscriber newspapers are delivered by USPS.

Periodicals postage paid at Rocky Mount, NC.
Postmaster: Send address changes to
Circulation Department, PO Box 1967,
Greenville, NC 27835.

SUBSCRIPTION TERMS: An EZ-Pay (Auto-Renew) subscription is
considered a CONTINUOUS SUBSCRIPTION, which means it will auto-
matically renew at the end of the initial term. Notice of cancellation
must be provided before the end of this SUBSCRIPTION TERM to avoid
charges for an additional term. Future SUBSCRIPTION TERM prices and
publication days are subject to change. This subscription grants you
a FULLY PREPAID, NON-REFUNDABLE license to receive and access the
subscription materials for the duration of the subscription term.

PRE-PAYMENT: if you choose the convenience of prepay, price chang-
es, premiums and/or surcharges during the pre-payment term
may apply, this could reduce or extend the pre-payment term. We
reserve the right to issue refunds or credits at our sole discretion. If
we issue a refund or credit, we are under no obligation to issue the
same or similar refund or credit in the future.

PREMIUM EDITIONS: All subscriptions will automatically
include up to six premium content editions, there will be
a charge for these premium editions, which will shorten
the length of your subscription. The publisher reserves
the right to change subscription rates during the term
of any subscription. A maintenance fee may be added to
subscriptions to accommodate for increased business
expenses during the year.

CURRENT PRICES: Billed by the month: $20.24; every 3 months:
$55.65; every 6 months: $106.26; annually: $192.00; Easy Pay
automatically deducted each month: $17.60. Sales tax added to
price of all subscriptions per state law. All subscriptions include
unlimited online access. Save $3.95 billing fee by signing up for
e-billing or Easy Pay.

Subscription information Important notice to subscribers How to reach us
RockyMountTelegram.com
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The Region The Nation Saturday, November 16

Shown is today’s 
weather. Temperatures 
are today’s highs and 

tonight’s lows.
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W-weather, s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow � urries, sn-snow, i-ice.
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Shown are noon
positions of weather 
systems and precipitation.
Temperature bands are highs for the day.
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Today Monday ThursdaySunday WednesdayTuesday Friday

65 38 71 47 65 5266 46 73 5071 54 65 42
Plenty of sun Warm with intervals of 

clouds and sun
Increasing cloudinessMostly cloudy Mostly sunny and 

remaining warm
Warm with periods of 

clouds and sun
Partly sunny

Summary: Plenty of sun today. Winds 
north-northwest 6-12 mph. Clear 
tonight. Winds north 3-6 mph. Mostly 
cloudy tomorrow.

Sunrise ..............6:49 a.m. ....... 6:50 a.m.
Sunset ...............5:03 p.m. ....... 5:03 p.m.
Moonrise...........5:29 p.m. ....... 6:24 p.m.
Moonset ............7:46 a.m. ....... 9:00 a.m.

Full

Nov 15

Last

Nov 22

New

Dec 1

First

Dec 8 Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2024

Asheville 66 38 s 70 43 pc
Boone 58 34 pc 65 43 pc
Cape Hatteras 62 52 s 64 53 s
Castalia 63 36 s 64 47 pc
Elm City 65 37 s 66 48 s
En� eld 63 35 s 64 44 c
Goldsboro 65 40 s 68 47 s
Hobgood 62 36 s 63 45 pc

Maccles� eld 64 37 s 66 46 s
Memphis 68 51 s 72 58 pc
Middlesex 64 37 s 65 46 s
Nashville 64 37 s 67 46 pc
Pinetops 64 36 s 66 46 pc
Red Oak 64 37 s 67 46 pc
Sharpsburg 65 37 s 65 47 pc
Speed 64 36 s 66 46 pc

 Today Sunday Today Sunday  Today Sunday

Boston 61 41 pc 59 42 s
Dallas 75 62 s 71 66 t
Denver 52 28 s 53 29 s
Grand Forks 50 33 c 45 32 pc
Honolulu 84 75 sh 84 75 s
Houston 78 68 pc 79 72 pc
Las Vegas 58 42 pc 61 41 s
Louisville 61 46 s 68 55 pc

New Orleans 76 66 s 80 69 pc
Orlando 80 61 s 78 61 pc
Philadelphia 63 41 s 63 47 s
Phoenix 66 47 pc 69 48 pc
Pittsburgh 55 39 s 59 51 c
St. Louis 63 50 s 69 58 pc
San Diego 66 45 s 66 49 s
Tampa 81 61 s 82 63 pc

 Today Sunday  Today Sunday

CONTRIBUTED TO  
THE TELEGRAM

Meeting the growing 
demands in the region was 
the catalyst for Edgecombe 
Community College start-
ing a new engineering pro-
gram.

The community college 
will begin offering courses 
in applied engineering 
technology this spring. 
Registration opens Mon-
day.

“There is a local and 
regional need for more pre-
pared industry techni-
cians,” says Dr. Bruce Pan-
neton, vice president of 
instruction and chief aca-
demic officer at ECC. 
“These are jobs and careers 
with great growth and fam-
ily sustaining wage poten-
tial.”

Applied engineer-
ing technology is a course 
of study that allows stu-
dents to solve techni-
cal issues in the industry 
by using basic engineer-
ing principles and techni-
cal skills. ECC will begin a 
soft rollout of classes in the 
major this spring. Accord-
ing to Panneton, students 
can begin taking their 
required coursework, such 

as general education classes 
and some courses in the 
applied engineering tech-
nology major. Full imple-
mentation of the program 
will begin next fall, with 
more of an emphasis on the 
engineering technician.

“Applied engineering 
technology provides a pro-
gram that is more well-
aligned with Industry 4.0,” 
says Doug Parrish, instruc-
tor and program chair 

of industrial and techni-
cal trades at ECC. “With 
this program, we can meet 
increasingly advanced 
technology needs of the 
manufacturing facilities in 
our service area.”

ECC is leading the efforts 
in preparing the workforce 
for Natron Energy, Inc. The 
first sodium-ion battery 
Gigafactory in the US to be 
located at the Kingsboro 
megasite will create more 

than 1,000 jobs in Edge-
combe County. Natron 
Energy, Inc. is looking for 
battery assembly techs, 
manufacturing engineers 
and associates, quality con-
trol technicians, material 
handlers, pack assemblers 
and more. Many of these 
positions require the train-
ing that ECC already offers.

According to Parrish, 
graduates with an asso-
ciate degree in applied 

engineering technology 
can enter the workforce as 
maintenance technicians, 
robotics/automation tech-
nicians or research and 
development technicians.

“This program will be 
beneficial to employers 
looking for an entry-level 
person who has the ground-
work to help improve plant 
efficiency, safety, produc-
tion, operations and more,” 
says Parrish.

In the first year, applied 
engineering technol-
ogy students will learn 
the basics of electricity, 
mechanics, management, 
safety and more. In the sec-
ond year, Parrish says, stu-
dents will take more engi-
neering-related courses, 
such as engineering design 
and engineering software.

To register for the applied 
engineering technology 
program, visit edgecombe.
edu, or call (252) 618-6525. 
Classes start Jan. 7.

New engineering program built to address employer needs

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Graduates of Edgecombe Community College’s newest associate degree in applied engineering technology can enter 
the workforce as maintenance technicians, robotics/automation technicians or research and development technicians.

Community

TAMEKA KENAN-NORMAN
Community Columnist

Spring registration with 
Edgecombe Commu-
nity College begins Mon-

day. As staff works to create the 
best experience for prospective 
and returning students, I am sure 
questions about academic pro-
grams, transferability, student 
organizations and cost prevail. 
Edgecombe Community Col-
lege is here to help you maneuver 
what can seem like such a daunt-
ing process.

There are more than 100 pro-
grams to choose from at Edge-
combe Community College. 
These include, but are not limited 
to, nursing, surgical technology, 

agribusiness tech-
nology, account-
ing and more. In 
fact, the college 
will begin offer-
ing courses in 
applied engineer-
ing technology 
this spring.

Applied engi-
neering technology is a course of 
study that allows students to solve 
issues in the industry by using 
basic engineering principles and 
technical skills. Graduates with 
an associate degree in applied 
engineering technology can enter 
the workforce as quality control 
technicians, robotics/automa-
tion technicians or research and 
development technicians. Some 

graduates of the program have 
started in their job at an annual 
salary of more than $50,000.

When you begin your edu-
cation at Edgecombe Commu-
nity College, many of the general 
education courses you take are 
equivalent to the courses offered 
at a four-year institution and are 
transferable. Almost 60 percent 
of transfer students in the Uni-
versity of North Carolina system 
transfer from community col-
leges in the state.

At Edgecombe Commu-
nity College, in-state tuition for 
a full-time student is less than 
$1,000 per semester, while dually 
enrolled high school students can 
take college classes tuition-free. 
Because there is no tuition for 

high school students, they can 
save a substantial amount of 
money on classes that also will 
transfer and count toward a bach-
elor’s degree.

Undoubtedly, student orga-
nizations and campus life play a 
pivotal role in which college stu-
dents decide to attend. At ECC, 
students can apply to serve as 
ambassadors who represent the 
college at special events. They 
also receive a scholarship. In 
October, our Alpha Omega Nu 
chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, an 
honor society, welcomed 28 new 
members. There’s also a nursing 
honor society, criminal justice 
club, Student Government Asso-
ciation and a host of other orga-
nizations.

Edgecombe Community Col-
lege is also in the process of ren-
ovating its student lounge on the 
Rocky Mount campus, opening a 
Student Life and Leadership suite 
on the Tarboro campus and com-
pleting a gaming room for their 
new esports program.

We hope the stellar programs, 
transferability options, afford-
ability and student organizations 
at ECC will encourage you to 
choose us as your “launchpad for 
success.”

For more information, call 
(252) 618-6526, or email admis-
sions@edgecombe.edu.

Tameka Kenan-Norman is the executive 
director of public information and institu-
tional advancement at Edgecombe Com-
munity College.   

As registration period opens, it’s a great time to give ECC a look

TAMEKA 
KENAN- 

NORMAN

Preparing the Workforce
Want to register?
Edgecombe Community 
College offers more than 
100 programs, including 
nursing, surgical technol-
ogy, agribusiness tech-
nology, accounting and a 
new applied engineering 
offering. 
 
Visit the college’s web-
site at edgecombe.edu to 
learn more about becom-
ing a student.

 
For general questions, call 
(252) 618-6526. Registra-
tion for spring courses 
open Monday.


